Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A method of automatic recognition of company 
names in speech utterances, in which comprising the steps of : 

storing entries including company names and variants of the company names in a 
database, the variants including at least one of mix-ups of part of company names, colloquial 
formulations of company names, abbreviations of company names, and acronyms of company 
names; 

generating at least one word sequence hypothesis is g e n e rat e d by a speech 
recognizer (10) from a speech utterance consisting of one or more words, 

comparing a comparison is mad e of the word sequence hypothesis with the entries 
which represent company names and ar e stored in [[a]] the database (15), 

selecting a company name is s e l e ct e d as a recognition result (16) in dependence 
on the result of the comparison. 

2. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, charact e riz e d in that 
wherein the speech recognizer (10) produces a probability value for each of the at least one word 
sequence hypothesis, which probability value is taken into account for the comparison. 

3. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, charact e riz e d in that 
further comprising the step of using word sequence hypotheses produced by the speech 
recognizer (10) ar e us e d for an adaptation of a speech model (13) utilized by the speech 
recognizer (10). 
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4. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, charact e riz e d in that 
wherein certain words defined a priori are not taken into account when a word sequence 
hypothesis is compared with entries of the database (15). 

5. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, charact e riz e d in that 
further comprising the step of utilizing, by the speech recognizer (10) A utiliz e s a speech model 
(13) which was trained with the aid of the information stored in the database (15). 

6. (canceled) 

7. (currently amended) A dialogue system , more particularly, an inquiry 
syst e m , comprising a database storing entries including company names and variants of the 
company names, the variants including at least one of mix-ups of part of company names, 
colloquial formulations of company names, abbreviations of company names, and acronyms of 
company names, and a processing unit (5) for automatically recognizing company names in 
speech utterances, which wherein the processing unit comprises^ 

a speech recognizer (10), which is used for generating at least one word sequence 
hypothesis from a speech utterance consisting of one or more words, 

a comparing unit (14), which is provided for making a comparison of the at least 
one word sequence hypothesis with the entries r e pr e s e nting company nam e s stored in [[a]] the 
database (1 5) and for selecting a company name as a recognition result (16) in dependence on the 
result of the comparison. 

8. (new) A method of automatic recognition of company names in speech 
utterances, comprising the steps of: 

storing entries including company names and variants of the company names in a 

database (15), 

generating at least one word sequence hypothesis by a speech recognizer (10) 
from a speech utterance consisting of one or more words, 
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finding entries in the database that are at least partially found in the word 
sequence hypothesis by comparing the word sequence hypothesis with the entries which 
represent company names stored in the database (15), 

producing a first probability for each entry found during the step of comparing, 
the probability being dependent on the number of words in each of the entries found in the word 
sequence hypothesis, wherein each word has a weight factor, particularly characteristic words 
having a large weight factor, the weight factor being taken into account in determining the 
probability for each entry, and 

selecting a company name as a recognition result (16) in dependence on the result 
of the comparison and probability of each entry. 

9. (new) A method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the speech recognizer (10) 
produces a second probability value for each of the at least one word sequence hypothesis, the 
first and second probability values being taken into account for the step of selecting. 
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